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Abstract This essay looks at Toni Morrison's Tar Baby through the lens of black diaspora theory
to uncover its gendered critique of black nationalism. Further, it suggests that Morrison
uses two distinct modes - myth and realism - to construct two different representations
of diaspora. While the conception of diaspora at the mythic level affirms unity, the
representation of diaspora at the realist level makes apparent the fact of fracture. In
this way, even as Morrison provides us with an injunction to revere tradition, she
simultaneously deconstructs the basis for articulating a stable vision of what such
tradition might look like.
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This essay looks at Toni Morrison's Tar Baby through the lens of black diaspora theory to uncover its
gendered critique of black nationalism.
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Challenges criticism on racial identity in Morrison's novel (Lepow cited) by considering the novel's place in
the Black Arts and Black Nationalist movements of the 1970s.
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Revisits the novel and explores what the author sees as productive contraditions in the novel, particularly
in terms of racial, gender, and national stereotypes.
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Poststructuralist and Postcolonial reading of the novel using the writings of Frantz Fanon.
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Exploration of Morrison's treatment of gender, Western ideals of beauty, and "racial self-discovery."
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Uses a theoretical framework for analyzing the novel's treatment of gender conflicts.
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Situates the novel in the tradition of romance and explores the complicated cultural heritage of Tar Baby.
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Situates Morrison within a broader history of ideas and Western cultural traditions to understand the
treatment of gender in the novel.
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