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About the Author


Toni Morrison (born Chloe Anthony Wofford, and commonly referenced as Chloe Ardelia Wofford) was born in 1931 in Lorain, Ohio, the second of four children. Growing up she displayed an early interest in literature, and particularly African American folklore. Morrison received her Bachelor's in English from Howard University, and went on to earn her Master's in English from Cornell. After completing her education, she taught English for two years at Texas Southern University, before returning to Howard University to teach. 


While teaching at Howard, Toni met her future husband, Harold Morrison. The couple married in 1958, had two children (Harold and Slade) and divorced in 1964. After the divorce, Morrison moved to Syracuse, New York, where she worked as an editor for Random House Publishing Company.


Morrison had begun working on her first novel, The Bluest Eye (1970), while she was a member of a writer's group at Howard University, and has published a total of nine novels to date. Her fifth novel, Beloved (1987), is often regarded as Morrison's most outstanding work, and was awarded the Pulitzer Prize in 1988. In 1993, Morrison became the first African American Woman to receive the Nobel Prize for literature.


Morrison is most noted for her for her examination of the Black American (and usually female) experience, and the black community. Her novels often deal with struggling in unjust societies and cultural identity.

__________________
The majority of the above biographical information came from The Afro-American Novel and Its Tradition, by Bernard W. Bell. Additionally, the Nobel Prize website (nobelprize.org), and Britannica online (britannica.com) offer valuable supplemental biographies. 

Other Works by Toni Morrison

Novels
The Bluest Eye (1970)

Sula (1974)

Song of Solomon (1977)

Tar Baby (1981)

Beloved (1987)

Jazz (1992)

Paradise (1999)

Love (2003)

A Mercy (2008)

Plays
Dreaming Emmett (1986)

Non-fiction
Playing in the Dark: Whiteness and the Literary Imagination (1992)

Racism and Fascism, from The Journal of Negro Education (1995)

Remember: The Journey to School Integration (2004)

What Moves at the Margin: Selected Nonfiction, (2008)

Core Texts

Andrews, William L., Frances Smith. Foster, and Trudier Harris. The Oxford Companion

to African American Literature. New York: Oxford UP, 1997. Print. The companion includes information on black writers including brief biographies, and extensive bibliographies and cross-references. Also includes entries on novels, poems, essays, and character analysis. 
Coleman, James. "The Quest for Wholeness in Toni Morrison's

Tar Baby." Black American Literature Forum 20.1 (1986): 63-73. JSTOR. Web. <http://www.jstor.org/stable/2904551>. Coleman's article analyzes the characters of Tar Baby in relation to their racial identity and how they represent African Americans. The article focuses on the novel's ability to represent community, and analyze the novel's representation of Black folk values being integrated into "the context of a white world" (72).

Irving, John. "The New York Times." Morrison's Black Fable. 29

Mar. 1981. <http://www.nytimes.com/books/97/06/15/lifetimes/irving-tar.html>. This review provides a brief summary, making note of some important themes within the text such as the tension between black and white culture, racial identity, and creating a black mythology for African American's.

McKay, Nellie Y. Critical Essays on Toni Morrison. Boston, MA: G.K. Hall, 1988. Print.

This book contains critical articles, essays and reviews on many of Morrison’s books, including Tar Baby. Essays on Tar Baby in the book include, “Review: “Tar Baby, She Don’ Say Nothin’”” (Robert G. O’Meally),  “The Fabulous World of Toni Morrison: Tar Baby” (Eleanor W. Traylor), as well as “The Briar Patch as Modernist Myth: Morrison, Barthes and Tar Baby As-Is” (Craig H. Werner). The book also contains essays on common themes in Morison’s novels, covering the topics of feminism, ethnicity, and voice. 
Morrison, Toni. "An Interview with Toni Morrison." Interview by

Nellie McKay. Contemporary Literature 1983: 413-29. JSTOR. Web. <http://www.jstor.org/stable/1208128>.McKay provides a brief history on Morrison's life, outlining her most successful literary works (including, but not limited to Tar Baby). The interview focuses on Morrison as a black woman writer, asking questions about her ancestry; her writing process for creating characters, as well as touching on the male characters within her novels.

Shapiro, Harold T., Robert Fagles, Nell I. Painter, Claudia B.

Lacour, Russel Banks, and Arnold Rampersand. "Nobelist Professor Toni Morrison: An Academic Celebration." The Journal of Blacks in Higher Education 2 (1993): 84-89. JSTOR. Web. <http://www.jstor.org/stable/2962575>.The article covers Morrison's reputation as a writer, describing her reputation as racism's "avenging angel" (85). Focuses on her ability to create characters and stories that unite readers, celebrating diversity.

Tally, Justine. The Cambridge Companion to Toni Morrison. Cambridge: Cambridge

Univ., 2007. Print. Companion illustrates Morrison’s life, as well as focuses on her career as an editor and teacher, and her social and literary criticism. Also includes contributions from literary critics focusing on themes, narrative techniques, language and political philosophy in Morrison’s novels, and how such topics contribute to African-American literature and academia as a whole. 
Yuh-chuan, Shao. "The Double Consciousness of Cultural Pariahs- Fantasy, Trauma and

Black Identity in Toni Morrison's Tar Baby." EurAmerica 36.4 (2006): 551-90. MLA International Bibliography. Web. The article investigates the idea of identity formation in Tar Baby. Yuh-chuan focuses on the idea of black identity within the novel, investigating the subjectivity and ideology of the topic. The article also works to investigate the idea of establishing an ethnic identity in a world where one is detached from their ethnic culture.  

                                      Current State of Scholarship
Toni Morrison has become a widely recognized author due to her extensive praise from Oprah Winfrey’s book club, as well as her prestige gained through numerous literary distinctions, including a Pulitzer Prize and Nobel Prize award. Morrison’s career as a contemporary African American woman novelist has paid a strong contribution to the literary community, especially in the areas of postmodernism and 20th century literature as a whole. Out of all of Morrison’s works, Tar Baby has received the least scholarly attention due to its reputation as a problematic novel with little resolution. 

However, scholars that have studied Tar Baby have focused on the issues of class distinction, Morrison’s ability to create a mythology for black culture in America, racial identity, and the diversification drawn from the multi-cultural audience Morrison attracts. Morrison’s novel Tar Baby, along with the majority of her other works, have been closely analyzed under the lenses of postmodernism, feminism, as well as colonialism vs. decolonization. Since Tar Baby has not been received as highly as Morrison’s previous novels, publications on the novel have been limited more to the years closest to the original publication (1981-2001). There have also been a number of books published that include critical essays, as well as teaching methods on Toni Morrison’s texts, including focus on Tar Baby
.

Plot Summary


 Tar Baby is a love story (of sorts) about Jadine and Son, and deals with their differences as two African Americans. Jadine is a pampered fashion model who studied art in Paris, and is no stranger to the lap of luxury; while on the other hand, Son is a fugitive and castaway winds up on the island where Jadine's Aunt and Uncle live, seeking refuge in their house. After his discovery and a series of brief conflicts, Son impresses Jadine's Uncle with his knowledge of gardening and sense of humor, and is invited to stay. Jadine and Son eventually fall in love and leave the island in favor of New York, though their differences eventually tear them apart, and Jadine leaves.


Tar Baby deals largely with the themes of class distinction, cultural identity, and the female experience. Additionally, Tar Baby showcases Morrison's incorporation of folklore, as well as an attempt to create a new Black mythology within modern American Literature.
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� Texts in our library that have a number of critical articles and teaching methods on Morrison (but that didn’t contain enough information on Tar Baby to make it into our list of core texts) include: Approaches to Teaching the Novels of Toni Morrison by Nellie Y. McKay & Kathryn Earle, Toni Morrison: Critical and Theoretical Approaches by Nancy J. Peterson, and The Aesthetics of Toni Morrison: Speaking the Unspeakable by Marc C. Conner.  





